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Family of
hero wins
court suit

Widow, son get
$3.8 million

By R.A. ZALDIVAR
Heraid Swafl Wrer

A Dade Circuit Court jury Sat-
urday awarded 5.8 million to the
widow and son of 3 idetro [ire
fighter electrocuted while trying
to save a woman trapped o a
wrecke. car.

The a'vard came in a negligencs
suit agunst Flonda Power &
Light Company.

Fire fighter Robert Lamme,
known to his {mends as Casey,
was Kkilled t ¥vo years ago when bhe
touched thr door of a car that
Lone Cunningham had driven into
an FPL utilify pole.

“Here wis 2 guy doiag a heroic
act and the jury sppeeciated that
fact,” =mid sttormey Alea Gald-
farb, who represestsd Lamme's
widow, Susan, and Eric, his 12-
year-old son by a previous mare
nage.

"l compare it to the John Ayer
situation,” Goldiard sald. “Unfor-
tunately, oul guy died.”

Ayer, 8 lJ4-year-oid handyman,
won national recognition in Sep-
tember when he was badly beaten
while rescung a young woman
{rom a druni.en mob in Goulds.

FPL attorney George Wright
said the utility would challenge
the verdict.

“We (ee! there were errors
committed in the course of the
tnal.” Wright said.

Wright said he linew of bigger
awards against FPL in Broward
County, but of none 3o 4arge in
Dade.

Lamme and his wife, Susan,
were driving oo the Paimetlo
Expressway one Sunday might
Apnil 1981 when they spotted a
burning car and pulled over.

Lamme ran up to the car. saw
the woman inside. and tried to
open the door. When he touched
the car, 118.000 voits of electnei-
ty surged througl his body. (ling-
ing him into the air and killing
him.

Attorney Goldfard said he
based his case aganst FPL. In
part. oa the fact that uulity con-
uollers restored power to the
downed line 59 seconds alter the
accident had taken place.

*The hot line fell into a guy
wire that was wrapped around
the car.” Goldfard expluned. “It
went dead and then by remote
control from the office, it was

-resnargized.” .

Goldfare sad FPL officials tes.
tified dunng the six-day trnal be-
fore Circwt Judge Murray Gold-
man that restonng power to the
line was standard procedure.

“But we had experts sayiog
that it was wroag.” he added.

Goldfard also alleged that there
should have been more insulation
on the guy wire and that the utili
t" pole was too close to the road-
way, arguments that were con-
tested by FPL.

The uulity's lawyer. Wright,
argued that blame for Lamme's
death should Le placed on the
driver of the wrecked car, who
was druak at the ume. The
woman, then 19, of Meriden,
Conn.. was not senously Injured.

“She was dnving at 85 miles
per hour and she was dead
drunk.” saud Wright.

He said evidence presented at
the trial indicated that Cunming-
ham’s blood alecohol content was
.17 at 2he time of the crash. The
legal limut for dniving 1s .1. Three
hours after the accident. Wnght
sud. Cunningham’s blood alcohol
level was .14, sull well over the
limit

The dead man's father. Robert
Lamme Sr.. sa1d Saturaay the jury
award could be put to good use in
paying for the ecucuation of his
grandson. Eric.

“It wouldn't be wasted on that
kid. he's sharp as 3 tack.” sud the
grandfather. “At |east something

good can come out of this. though
N 2)l the money in the world isa't |sa't

worth lesing [Casey.|”
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