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Tennis player injured in car accident
awarded $2.5 million by jury

BY PAT DUNNIGAN
REVIEW STAFP

Dade Circuit Coumt jury

awarded Austrian tennis sar

Thomas Muster 32.5 mullioa

in damages Wednesday for a Miami

auto actident that left him with per-
manent damage to his left knes.

The verdict was substantially less

in the middle of the road (0 let Muster

and his coach out at Bayside Marker- |
place that evening. They told jurors |

LIABILITY

that the scoident interrupted Muster's
carest &t 2 cntical poist — he was
ranked 14th and rising and was st to
play Ivan Lendl in the Liptoe Interna-
toaal Players Champicaships at Key
Biscayne the next day.

The woident com Muster at least $8
millioa in tournament appearance ees,
endorsement contracts and prize mooey
— "od will cost him between $2.5 mil-
lioa wnd 312 millics in future earnings,
they 1ud.

The six-member jury, bowever,
awarded Muster $1 millioa for lost pant
and future earnings and $1.5 mullica
for past and future pain and suffering.
They found Sobie 90 percent respoasi-
bie for the accident and Liptoa, Boyd
and GM 10 percent responsible.

Florida law makes all of the defend-
ants equally respoasible for the eco-
somic damuges, Gold sad, but imuu
the liability om paia and suffenng
damages [0 the percentage of respon-
sibility imposad against each defend-
ant. That means Sobie is responsibie
for $1.35 millioa of the pain and suf-
fering, and some undetermuned amount
of the economic damages.
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